Solicitation 52-DGNE-2-90011 

Clauses Incorporated by Reference (FAR 52.252-2) (FEB 1998).  This contract incorporates one or more clauses by reference, with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text. Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text available. Also, the full text of a clause may be accessed electronically at this/these address(es):  http://FARSITE.HILL.AF.MIL/.  

a. Addendum for Continuation of Block 18b from SF 1449, Invoices, FAR 52.212-4, Item (g):  Invoices must be submitted to the Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative (COTR) at the address set forth below.  The following additional instructions are in effect as addenda to FAR 52.212-4 (g)(1-8):  

(9) The Contractor may not submit invoices any more frequently than on a monthly basis.  

(10) The monthly status report must be submitted in tandem with the invoice as supporting documentation for acceptance and certification of the invoice(s).  

(11) Invoices must state the billing period for which services were performed.  

(12) Two signature lines must be included, one for the Contracting Officer’s authorization for payment, and one for the Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative’s (COTR) certification of acceptance.  

(13) The invoice must contain the following text above the COTR certification line:  

COTR’s Certification:  I certify to the best of my knowledge and belief that the services/supplies shown on this invoice have been performed/furnished and are accepted.  

(14) Additional information may be required at the discretion of the Contracting Officer to facilitate prompt payment of the invoice.  

b. Addendum for Continuation of Blocks 19-24 from SF 1449, “Schedule of Supplies/Services”

Summary of Obligated Costs by Accounting Classification and Contract Line Item Number (CLIN)

1. The requisition data for accounting purposes for all obligations under this contract follows:    

  A.      
B.


 C.


   
    D.
                             E.           
               

ITEM 
REQUIS. NUMBER   
TASK/ORGANIZATION CODES      AMOUNT/OBLIG. 
MODIF./D.O. #
02-1
TBD


TBD



$TBD

Base/D. O. 1

2. (See Next Page for the Summary of CLIN Funding).

	* Priced CLIN Summary: (Refer. Attachment B)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BASE-1
	PRICE
	
	BASE-2
	PRICE
	
	BASE-3
	PRICE

	DMSP-1000
	
	
	DMSP-2000
	
	
	DMSP-3000
	

	POES-1000
	
	
	POES-2000
	
	
	POES-3000
	

	OPTION-1000
	
	
	OPTION-2000
	
	
	OPTION-3000
	

	NRE-1000
	
	
	NRE-2000
	
	
	NRE-3000
	

	TEMPOR.-1000
	
	
	TEMPOR.-2000
	
	
	TEMPOR.-3000
	

	TOTAL:
	$0
	
	TOTAL:
	$0
	
	TOTAL:
	$0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	OPTION-1a
	PRICE
	
	OPTION-1b
	PRICE
	
	OPTION-1c
	PRICE

	DMSP-4000
	
	
	DMSP-5000
	
	
	DMSP-6000
	

	POES-4000
	
	
	POES-5000
	
	
	POES-6000
	

	OPTION-4000
	
	
	OPTION-5000
	
	
	OPTION-6000
	

	NRE-4000
	
	
	NRE-5000
	
	
	NRE-6000
	

	TEMPOR.-4000
	
	
	TEMPOR.-5000
	
	
	TEMPOR.-6000
	

	TOTAL:
	$0
	
	TOTAL:
	$0
	
	TOTAL:
	$0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	OPTION-2a
	PRICE
	
	OPTION-2b
	PRICE
	
	 
	 

	DMSP-7000
	
	
	DMSP-8000
	
	
	 
	 

	POES-7000
	
	
	POES-8000
	
	
	 
	 

	OPTION-7000
	
	
	OPTION-8000
	
	
	 
	 

	NRE-7000
	
	
	NRE-8000
	
	
	
	

	TEMPOR.-7000
	
	
	TEMPOR.-8000
	
	
	 
	

	TOTAL:
	$0
	
	TOTAL:
	$0
	
	 
	  

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	OPTION-3a
	PRICE
	
	OPTION-3b
	PRICE
	
	
	

	DMSP-9000
	
	
	DMSP-X000
	
	
	
	

	POES-9000
	
	
	POES-X000
	
	
	
	

	OPTION-9000
	
	
	OPTION-X000
	
	
	
	

	NRE-9000
	
	
	NRE-X000
	
	
	
	

	TEMPOR.-9000
	
	
	TEMPOR.-X000
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL:
	$0
	
	TOTAL:
	$0
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GRAND
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	$0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


· Note:  These CLIN prices may periodically change based on adding or deleting quantities of circuits; however, the total price must not exceed the maximum ordering quantity.  The discrete circuit prices are set forth in Attachment B.  

c. Addendum to FAR Clause 52.212-4

Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Clause 52.212-4 is incorporated by reference in this solicitation and resultant contract. As provided for by FAR 12.302, this clause is tailored as set forth in this addendum.  

The following specific changes to FAR Clause 52.212-4 are made:  

Paragraphs (t), (u), (v), (w), and (x) are added to the clause as follows:

(t) Performance Requirements:  The Statement of Work/Specifications (SOW) for telecommunications services in support of the “Converged POES/DMSP Telecommunications” Service Contract is set forth in Attachment A, “Statement of Work”.  Supplemental information is also contained in Attachments B, C, D, and E.  The Contractor must perform all services in accordance with the performance requirements and standards articulated therein.  

(u) Delivery Schedule.

(i) Delivery of Telecommunications Services must be F. O. B. Destination at the facility receiving the data.  As noted in the SOW, the Contractor is responsible for providing the telecommunications services through the correct interfaces to the Government systems, equipment and facilities.  The discrete circuit links that are to be provided under this service contract are listed and priced in Attachment B, and will be initiated by execution of a written delivery order.  Services may be modified or extended by issuance of a delivery order.  The service effective date is September 6, 2002.   

(ii) Any new ground segment or space segment equipment and transponder service/installations must be completed and circuit tested prior to the service effective date.  If the Contractor proposes training it must encompass installation, operation, routine maintenance, technical support, and troubleshooting.    

(iii) Government acceptance of monthly services must be based on completion of the performance-billing period, payment of any subcontracted services or supplies, receipt and acceptance by the Government of the monthly technical report with the invoice, and compliance with the performance requirements specified herein.    

(v) Changes—Fixed Price—ALT I.  Clause 52.212-4 (c), entitled “Changes” is hereby tailored by being supplemented by the following FAR clause:  

52.243-1—Changes—Fixed Price (AUG 1987), Alternate I (APR 1984).  

(w) Exercise of Options. The Government may unilaterally exercise any or all of the priced Options, including the optional priced increased quantities, at the unit prices set forth in the Attachment B.  Advance written notice of the Contracting Officer’s intent to exercise a period of performance option is only required if less than 30 days remain in the performance period before the succeeding performance period is scheduled to take effect.  At least 30 days advance notice prior to the service effective date is required for the Government to unilaterally exercise increased quantity options.  Any such advance written notice does not require the Government to exercise the option, nor should the Contractor undertake to provide services at other than its own risk, unless it has first received a written order citing the funding authority, signed by the Contracting Officer, which formally exercises the option.  The total duration of this contract, including the exercise of any options under this clause, shall not exceed 10 years, plus up to 12 months for Continuity of Services, if required.  

(x) Clauses Incorporated by Reference. The following FAR clauses are incorporated by reference:  

Clause No. 
Date 

Title                                                                                              

52.228-5

JAN 1997
INSURANCE—WORK ON A GOVERNMENT INSTALLATION

52.232-17
JUN 1996
INTEREST

52.232-18
APR 1984
AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS

52.232-19
APR 1984
AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR

52.237-2

APR 1984
PROTECTION OF GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS, EQUIPMENT, 

AND VEGETATION

52.245-2 
DEC 1989 
GOVERNMENT PROPERTY (FIXED PRICE CONTRACTS)

52.247-34 
NOV 1991 
F.O.B. DESTINATION

52.242-15
AUG 1989
STOP-WORK ORDER

52.248-1

FEB 2000
VALUE ENGINEERING

(y) Clauses Incorporated in Full Text. The following clauses apply:

(i) Contract Minimum And Maximum Ordering Limitations
The minimum value over the life of the resulting FFP, IDIQ contract is equal to the value of the POES “P-X000” quantities, less optional quantities and temporary service connections (i.e., connections for less than 12 months).  The maximum available IDIQ ordering value of the contract is $3.0M for each year that is ordered.   The minimum and maximum quantities are shown below.  

	
	IDIQ ($M)
	IDIQ ($M)

	Period
	Minimum
	Maximum

	Base-1
	$0.185
	$3.0

	Base-2
	$0.185
	$3.0

	Base-3
	$0.185
	$3.0

	Option 1-1
	$0.185
	$3.0

	Option 1-2
	$0.185
	$3.0

	Option 1-3
	$0.185
	$3.0

	Option 2-1
	$0.185
	$3.0

	Option 2-2
	$0.185
	$3.0

	Option 3-1
	$0.185
	$3.0

	Option 3-2
	$0.185
	$3.0


(ii) Delivery Orders (Form OF-347)
No services may begin until a delivery order is signed by the Contracting Officer, received and acknowledged by the Contractor.  Services shall be ordered by referencing the priced CLIN Items in Attachment B, including a funding cite, and referenced to the period of performance.  See FAR 52.216-18.      

(iii) Telecommunications Service Unit Pricing:  Telecommunication service unit prices in the pricing chart in Attachment B must contain all fully-burdened costs of the point-to-point service to the Government’s F. O. B. Destination demarcation points, including, but not necessarily limited to the following costs: all equipment for routing data, servicing and interfacing the space and ground segments, all spares, maintenance (including technical personnel, travel, and test equipment) and redundant equipment costs for ensuring continuity and quality of service, installation costs, unless otherwise quoted as non-recurring equipment (NRE) costs, all reporting, supervisory, administrative and quality assurance costs, site preparation costs necessary to install, test the circuits, and interface with Government-supplied utilities, costs for any environmental compliances, insurance costs, statutory costs, proposal preparation charges, all reasonable, allowable and allocable indirect costs, other direct costs, CAS-414 Facilities Capital Cost of Money, if applicable, and Profit or Fee.     

(iv) Government-Furnished Equipment and Government-Furnished Information:  With respect to FAR Clause 52.245-2, the Government will make available to the Contractor the following items for use in performing this contract:  

(1) Electrical power, water, and other mutually-agreed utilities.  

(2) Access to the installation site.  

(3) Suitable space for classroom training at each installation site, if required.  

(4) Installation locations, along with access to utility runs.  

(5) Notification of the required interfaces to Government equipment, such as V.35 or RS-422.    

 (vi) Contract Phase-Over:  The Contractor must endeavor to cooperate and coordinate a smooth and relatively transparent transition to any Successor Contract, to ensure that the Government can sustain these telecommunications services and support its ongoing mission for routing and retrieving meteorological data, without experiencing a substantive negative impact on data timeliness, data quality, data availability, or delays to the end user.  

(vii) Monthly Status Reports:  Complete a Monthly Status Report covering the topics below and deliver it to the Government with the invoice for services no earlier than the 15th, nor later than the 30th day following the close of the reporting period.  Submit a copy to each: the Contracting Officer; the COTR; any assigned Task Monitors, and other personnel as directed.  E-mail versions are acceptable.  Contents are:  

1. Technical Report:  The content of the technical status will consist of a brief narrative report to the Government.  The content of the report shall cover:  (a) Statistical quantification of the following mandatory performance requirements attained during the reporting month, as well as the previous reporting month, covering:  Bit error rate (BER); circuit delay in milliseconds; and data availability percentage, averaged over all circuits during a one month period.  (b) Number of restorations of service, method of restoration, the reason that the circuit went down; e.g., equipment failure, sunspots, eclipses, preventive maintenance, battery conditioning, and the mean time to restore (MTTR) the circuit. (c) A “rolling update” of planned service disruptions at a minimum of 60 days in advance, including the date and time of projected service disruption, cause of disruption; e.g., preventive maintenance (PM), the transponder or equipment causing the disruption in service, and the geographic location affected.  (d) Whether any equipment changes or modifications related to technology upgrade/migration (P3I) were performed during the reporting period, and any planned equipment changes for the following performance period, and if the Contractor encountered any problems or issues in its site preparation activities.  (e) Report on any other technical issue that may provide the Government with awareness of an opportunity for increased efficiency or reduced costs for the recurring service.  

2. Price Report:  (a) List the sites by the CLIN number on the pricing charts, for which telecommunications services were provided during the reporting month.  Site CLINs can be listed as follows:  “CLIN D-1001 through D-1032”, and etc.  (b) List any sites from the price chart where service was suspended during the reporting period.  (c) List any new site CLINs that were added during the reporting period.  (d) Show any billable non-recurring expenses that were accrued during the reporting month, by the corresponding site CLIN number, and explain the purpose of the NRE billing in the technical report.  

(viii) Contractor Maintenance of Required Insurance Coverage

As specified in 52.228-5, the Contractor shall maintain the following insurance coverage and provide proofs of the required insurance to the Contracting Officer upon request.  The specific insurance coverage that is required is referenced in the Federal Acquisition Regulation at 28.307-2, “Liability”:  

1. Workers’ Compensation and Employer’s Liability

$100,000

2. General Liability, per Occurrence


$500,000

3. Automobile Liability, Comprehensive


$200,000 per person








$500,000 per occurrence bodily injury








$20,000 per occurrence, property damage

Aircraft Public and Passenger Liability


$200,000 per person








$500,000 per occurrence bodily injury








$200,000 per occurrence, property damage

Passenger





$200,000 multiplied by no. of seats or 

passengers, whichever is greater.  

(ix) FAR 52.215-21 -- Requirements for Cost or Pricing Data or Information Other Than Cost or Pricing Data - Modifications (Oct 1997)

(a) Exceptions from cost or pricing data.

     (1) In lieu of submitting cost or pricing data for modifications under this contract, for price

     adjustments expected to exceed the threshold set forth at FAR 15.403-4 on the date of the

     agreement on price or the date of the award, whichever is later, the Contractor may submit a

     written request for exception by submitting the information described in the following

     subparagraphs. The Contracting Officer may require additional supporting information, but 

     only to the extent necessary to determine whether an exception should be granted, and whether 

     the price is fair and reasonable --

          (i) Identification of the law or regulation establishing the price offered. If the price is

          controlled under law by periodic rulings, reviews, or similar actions of a governmental

          body, attach a copy of the controlling document, unless it was previously submitted to the

          contracting office.

          (ii) Information on modifications of contracts or subcontracts for commercial items.

               (A) If --

                    (1) The original contract or subcontract was granted an exception from cost

                    or pricing data requirements because the price agreed upon was based on

                    adequate price competition or prices set by law or regulation, or was a

                    contract or subcontract for the acquisition of a commercial item; and

                    (2) The modification (to the contract or subcontract) is not exempted based

                    on one of these exceptions, then the Contractor may provide information to

                    establish that the modification would not change the contract or subcontract

                    from a contract or subcontract for the acquisition of a commercial item to a

                    contract or subcontract for the acquisition of an item other than a commercial

                    item.

               (B) For a commercial item exception, the Contractor shall provide, at a minimum,

               information on prices at which the same item or similar items have previously been

               sold that is adequate for evaluating the reasonableness of the price of the

               modification. Such information may include --

                    (1) For catalog items, a copy of or identification of the catalog and its date,

                    or the appropriate pages for the offered items, or a statement that the catalog

                    is on file in the buying office to which the proposal is being submitted.

                    Provide a copy or describe current discount policies and price lists

                    (published or unpublished), e.g., wholesale, original equipment manufacturer,

                    or reseller. Also explain the basis of each offered price and its relationship to

                    the established catalog price, including how the proposed price relates to the

                    price of recent sales in quantities similar to the proposed quantities.

                    (2) For market-priced items, the source and date or period of the market

                    quotation or other basis for market price, the base amount, and applicable

                    discounts. In addition, describe the nature of the market.

                    (3) For items included on an active Federal Supply Service Multiple Award

                    Schedule contract, proof that an exception has been granted for the schedule

                    item.

     (2) The Contractor grants the Contracting Officer or an authorized representative the right to

     examine, at any time before award, books, records, documents, or other directly pertinent

     records to verify any request for an exception under this clause, and the reasonableness of 

     price.  

     For items priced using catalog or market prices, or law or regulation, access does not extend to

     cost or profit information or other data relevant solely to the Contractor's determination of the

     prices to be offered in the catalog or marketplace.

(b) Requirements for cost or pricing data. If the Contractor is not granted an exception from the

requirement to submit cost or pricing data, the following applies:

     (1) The Contractor shall submit cost or pricing data and supporting attachments in accordance

     with Table 15-2 of FAR 15.408.

     (2) As soon as practicable after agreement on price, but before award (except for unpriced

     actions), the Contractor shall submit a Certificate of Current Cost or Pricing Data, as prescribed

     by FAR 15.406-2.

                                 (End of Clause)

(x) FAR 52.216-18 - Ordering.  (Oct 1995)

(a) Any supplies and services to be furnished under this contract shall be ordered by issuance of

delivery orders or task orders by the individuals or activities designated in the Schedule. Such orders

may be issued from the Service Effective Date Through 120 Months Thereafter, with an additional 12 months for Continuity of Services.  

(b) All delivery orders or task orders are subject to the terms and conditions of this contract. In the

event of conflict between a delivery order or task order and this contract, the contract shall control.

(c) If mailed, a delivery order or task order is considered "issued" when the Government deposits the

order in the mail. Orders may be issued orally, by facsimile, or by electronic commerce methods only if

authorized in the Schedule.

                                 (End of Clause)

(xi) FAR 52.216-19 -- Order Limitations.  (Oct 1995)

(a) Minimum order. When the Government requires supplies or services covered by this contract in an

amount less than $185,000 each year, the Government is not obligated to purchase, nor is the Contractor obligated to furnish, those supplies or services under the contract.  

(b) Maximum order. The Contractor is not obligated to honor --

     (1) Any order for a single item in excess of $3,000,000; 

     (2) Any order for a combination of items in excess of $3,000,000; or

     (3) A series of orders from the same ordering office within 300 days that together

     call for quantities exceeding the limitation in subparagraph (b)(1) or (2) of this section.

(c) If this is a requirements contract (i.e., includes the Requirements clause at subsection 52.216-21 of

the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)), the Government is not required to order a part of any one

requirement from the Contractor if that requirement exceeds the maximum-order limitations in paragraph

(b) of this section.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section, the Contractor shall honor any order

exceeding the maximum order limitations in paragraph (b), unless that order (or orders) is returned to

the ordering office within 15 days after issuance, with written notice stating the Contractor's intent

not to ship the item (or items) called for and the reasons. Upon receiving this notice, the Government

may acquire the supplies or services from another source.

                                 (End of Clause)

(xii) FAR 52.216-22 -- Indefinite Quantity.  (Oct 1995).  

(a) This is an indefinite-quantity contract for the supplies or services specified, and effective for the

period stated, in the Schedule. The quantities of supplies and services specified in the Schedule are

estimates only and are not purchased by this contract.  

(b) Delivery or performance shall be made only as authorized by orders issued in accordance with the

Ordering clause. The Contractor shall furnish to the Government, when and if ordered, the supplies or

services specified in the Schedule up to and including the quantity designated in the Schedule as the

"maximum." The Government shall order at least the quantity of supplies or services designated in the

Schedule as the "minimum."  

(c) Except for any limitations on quantities in the Order Limitations clause or in the Schedule, there is no

limit on the number of orders that may be issued. The Government may issue orders requiring delivery

to multiple destinations or performance at multiple locations.  

(d) Any order issued during the effective period of this contract and not completed within that period

shall be completed by the Contractor within the time specified in the order. The contract shall govern the

Contractor's and Government's rights and obligations with respect to that order to the same extent as if

the order were completed during the contract's effective period; provided, that the Contractor shall not

be required to make any deliveries under this contract after September 5, 2013.  

                                 (End of Clause)

 (xiii) Packing for Overseas Shipment (CAR 1352.247-71) (March 2000)

 Supplies must be packed for overseas shipment in accordance with the best commercial export practice suitable for transport to arrive undamaged at ultimate destination.  

(xiv) Contracting Officer's Authority (CAR 1352.201-70) (March 2000)

The Contracting Officer is the only person authorized to make or approve any changes in any of the requirements of this contract and notwithstanding any provisions contained elsewhere in this contract, the said authority remains solely in the Contracting Officer. In the event the Contractor makes any changes at the direction of any person other than the Contracting Officer, the change will be considered to have been made without authority and no adjustment will be made in the contract terms and conditions, including price.  

(xv) Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative (COTR) (CAR 1352.201-71) (March 2000)

a. ________TBD_______ is hereby designated as the Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative (COTR). The COTR may be changed at any time by the Government without prior notice to the Contractor by a unilateral modification to the Contract. The COTR is located at:  TBD
b. The responsibilities and limitations of the COTR are as follows:  

(1) The COTR is responsible for the technical aspects of the project and serves as technical liaison with the Contractor.  

(2) The COTR is also responsible for the final inspection and acceptance of all reports, and such other responsibilities as may be specified in the contract.  

(3) The COTR is not authorized to make any commitments or otherwise obligate the Government or authorize any changes that affect the Contract price, terms or conditions. Any Contractor request for changes must be referred to the Contracting Officer directly or through the COTR. No such changes shall be made without the expressed prior authorization of the Contracting Officer. The COTR may be assisted by assistant COTR(s) and Technical Monitors to act for the COTR.  These individuals will be named in writing by a delegation from the Contracting Officer.  

(xvi) Organizational Conflict of Interest (CAR 1352.209-71) (March 2000)

(a) The Contractor warrants that, to the best of the Contractor’s knowledge and belief, there are no relevant facts or circumstances which would give rise to an organizational conflict of interest, as defined in FAR Subpart 9.5, or that the Contractor has disclosed all such relevant information.  

(b) The Contractor agrees that if an actual or potential organizational conflict of interest is discovered after award, the Contractor will make a full disclosure in writing to the Contracting Officer. This disclosure must

include a description of actions that the Contractor has taken or proposes to take, after consultation with the Contracting Officer, to avoid, mitigate, or neutralize the actual or potential conflict.  

(c) Remedies - The Contracting Officer may terminate this contract for convenience, in whole or in part, if it deems such termination necessary to avoid an organizational conflict of interest. If the Contractor was aware of a potential organizational conflict of interest prior to award or discovered an actual or potential conflict after award and did not disclose or misrepresented relevant information to the Contracting Officer, the Government may terminate the contract for default, debar the Contractor for Government contracting, or pursue such other remedies as may be permitted by law or this contract.  

(d) The Contractor further agrees to insert provisions that shall conform substantially to the language of this clause, including the paragraph (d), in any subcontract of consultant agreement hereunder.  

(xvii) Harmless from Liability (CAR 1352.33-70) (March 2000)

The Contractor shall hold and save the Government, its officers, agents, and employees harmless from liability of any nature or kind, including costs and expenses to which they may be subject, for or on account of any or all suits or damages of any character whatsoever resulting from injuries or damages sustained by any person or persons or property by virtue of performance of this contract, arising or resulting in whole or in part from the fault, negligence, wrongful act or wrongful omission of the contractor, or any subcontractor, their employees, and agents.  

(xviii) Compliance with the Laws (CAR 1352.209-73) (March 2000)  

The Contractor shall comply with all applicable laws, rules and regulations having the force of law which deal with or relate to performance hereunder or the employment by the Contractor of the employees necessary for such performance, and shall procure such permits, licenses and other required authorizations from the United States and from state and local authorities as may be necessary in connection with     beginning or carrying on to completion of the contract work, and shall at all times comply with all

United States, state and local laws in any way affecting the contract work.  The Contractor shall comply with all applicable laws and rules and regulations having the force of law that deal with or relate to

performance hereunder or the employment by the Contractor of the employees.  

(xix) Printing (CAR 1352.208-70) (March 2000)

Unless otherwise specified in this contract, the Contractor shall not engage in, or subcontract for, any printing (as that term is defined in Title I of the Government Printing and Binding Regulations in effect on the effective date of this contract) in connection with performing under this contract. Provided, however, that performing a requirement under this contract involving the duplicating of less than 5,000 units of only one page, or less than 25,000 units in the aggregate of multiple pages, such pages not exceeding a maximum image size of 10 and 3/4 inches by 14 and ¼ inches, will not be deemed printing.  

(xx) Regulatory Notice (CAR 1352.252-70) (March 2000)

Contractors are advised that certain provisions and clauses identified with a Commerce Acquisition Regulation (CAR) notation, for identification purposes, have not yet been incorporated into the CAR. However, all of these items are binding for this acquisition and will eventually be contained in the CAR at Part 13 of Title 48 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  

d. Contract Terms and Conditions Required to Implement Statutes or Executive Orders-Commercial Items (FAR 52.212-5) (Dec 2001)  

(a) The Contractor shall comply with the following FAR clauses, which are incorporated in this contract by reference, to implement provisions of law or executive orders applicable to acquisitions of commercial items:  

(1) 52.222-3, Convict Labor (E.O. 11755).  

(2) 52.233-3, Protest after Award (31 U.S.C. 3553).  

(b) The Contractor shall comply with the FAR clauses in this paragraph (b) that the Contracting Officer has indicated as being incorporated in this contract by reference to implement provisions of law or Executive orders applicable to acquisitions of commercial items or components:  

[Contracting Officer must check as appropriate.]  

X
(1) 52.203-6, Restrictions on Subcontractor Sales to the Government, with

Alternate I (41 U.S.C. 253g and 10 U.S.C. 2402).  

__
(2) 52.219-3, Notice of Total HUBZone Small Business Set-Aside (Jan 1999).  

X
(3) 52.219-4, Notice of Price Evaluation Preference for HUBZone Small Business Concerns (Jan 1999) (if the offeror elects to waive the preference, it shall so indicate in its offer).  

__
(4)(i) 52.219-5, Very Small Business Set-Aside (Pub. L. 103-403, section 304, Small Business Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 1994).  

__
(ii) Alternate I to 52.219-5.  

__
(iii) Alternate II to 52.219-5.  

X
(5) 52.219-8, Utilization of Small Business Concerns (15 U.S.C. 637 (d)(2) and (3)).  

X
(6) 52.219-9, Small Business Subcontracting Plan (15 U.S.C. 637(d)(4)).  

__
(7) 52.219-14, Limitations on Subcontracting (15 U.S.C. 637(a)(14)).  

__
(8)(i) 52.219-23, Notice of Price Evaluation Adjustment for Small Disadvantaged Business Concerns (Pub. L. 103-355, section 7102, and 10 U.S.C. 2323) (if the offeror elects to waive the adjustment, it shall so indicate in its offer).  

__
(ii) Alternate I of 52.219-23.  

__
(9) 52.219-25, Small Disadvantaged Business Participation Program -

Disadvantaged Status and Reporting (Pub. L. 103-355, section 7102, and 10 U.S.C. 2323).  

__
(10) 52.219-26, Small Disadvantaged Business Participation Program – Incentive Subcontracting (Pub. L. 103-355, section 7102, and 10 U.S.C. 2323).  

X
(11) 52.222-21, Prohibition of Segregated Facilities (Feb 1999).  

X
(12) 52.222-26, Equal Opportunity (E.O. 11246).  

X
(13) 52.222-35, Equal Opportunity for Special Disabled Veterans, Veterans of the Vietnam Era, and Other Eligible Veterans (38 U.S.C. 4212).  

X
(14) 52.222-36, Affirmative Action for Workers with Disabilities (29 U.S.C. 793).  

X
(15) 52.222-37, Employment Reports on Special Disabled Veterans, Veterans of the Vietnam Era, and Other Eligible Veterans (38 U.S.C. 4212).  

__
(16) 52.222-19, Child Labor-Cooperation with Authorities and Remedies (E.O. 13126).  

__
(17)(i) 52.223-9, Estimate of Percentage of Recovered Material Content for EPA-Designated Products (42 U.S.C. 6962(c)(3)(A)(ii)).  

__
(ii) Alternate I of 52.223-9 (42 U.S.C. 6962(i)(2)(C)).  

__
(18) 52.225-1, Buy American Act-Balance of Payments Program-Supplies (41 U.S.C. 10a - 10d).  

__
(19)(i) 52.225-3, Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreement-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program (41 U.S.C. 10a - 10d, 19 U.S.C. 3301 note, 19 U.S.C. 2112 note).  

__
(ii) Alternate I of 52.225-3.  

__
(iii) Alternate II of 52.225-3.  

X
(20) 52.225-5, Trade Agreements (19 U.S.C. 2501, et seq., 19 U.S.C. 3301 note).  

X
(21) 52.225-13, Restriction on Certain Foreign Purchases (E.O. 12722, 12724, 13059, 13067, 13121, and 13129).  

__
(22) 52.225-15, Sanctioned European Union Country End Products (E.O. 12849).  

__
(23) 52.225-16, Sanctioned European Union Country Services (E.O. 12849).  

__
(24) 52.232-33, Payment by Electronic Funds Transfer-Central Contractor

Registration (31 U.S.C. 3332).  

X
(25) 52.232-34, Payment by Electronic Funds Transfer-Other than Central

Contractor Registration (31 U.S.C. 3332).  

Note: The following is inserted in the blank in Paragraph (b)(1):

“no later than 15 days prior to submission of the first request

for payment”.  

__
(26) 52.232-36, Payment by Third Party (31 U.S.C. 3332).  

__
(27) 52.239-1, Privacy or Security Safeguards (5 U.S.C. 552a).  

__
(28)(i) 52.247-64, Preference for Privately Owned U.S.-Flag Commercial Vessels (46 U.S.C. 1241).  

__
(ii) Alternate I of 52.247-64.  

(c) The Contractor shall comply with the FAR clauses in this paragraph (c), applicable to commercial services, which the Contracting Officer has indicated as being incorporated in this contract by reference to implement provisions of law or executive orders applicable to acquisitions of commercial items or components:  [Contracting Officer check as appropriate.]  

__
(1) 52.222-41, Service Contract Act of 1965, As Amended (41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).  

__
(2) 52.222-42, Statement of Equivalent Rates for Federal Hires (29 U.S.C. 206 and 41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).  

__
(3) 52.222-43, Fair Labor Standards Act and Service Contract Act-Price

Adjustment (Multiple Year and Option Contracts) (29 U.S.C. 206 and 41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).  

__
(4) 52.222-44, Fair Labor Standards Act and Service Contract Act-Price

Adjustment (29 U.S.C. 206 and 41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).  

__
(5) 52.222-47, SCA Minimum Wages and Fringe Benefits Applicable to

Successor Contract Pursuant to Predecessor Contractor Collective Bargaining

Agreement (CBA) (41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).  

(d) Comptroller General Examination of Record. The Contractor shall comply with the provisions of this paragraph (d) if this contract was awarded using other than sealed bid, is in excess of the simplified acquisition threshold, and does not contain the clause at 52.215-2, Audit and Records-Negotiation.  

(1) The Comptroller General of the United States, or an authorized representative of the Comptroller General, shall have access to and right to examine any of the Contractor's directly pertinent records involving transactions related to this contract.  

(2) The Contractor shall make available at its offices at all reasonable times the records, materials, and other evidence for examination, audit, or reproduction, until 3 years after final payment under this contract or for any shorter period specified in FAR Subpart 4.7, Contractor Records Retention, of the other clauses of this contract. If this contract is completely or partially terminated, the records relating to the work terminated shall be made available for 3 years after any resulting final termination settlement.  Records relating to appeals under the disputes clause or to litigation or the settlement of claims arising under or relating to this contract shall be made available until such appeals, litigation, or claims are finally resolved.  

(3) As used in this clause, records include books, documents, accounting procedures and practices, and other data, regardless of type and regardless of form. This does not require the Contractor to create or maintain any record that the Contractor does not maintain in the ordinary course of business or pursuant to a provision of law.  

(e) Notwithstanding the requirements of the clauses in paragraphs (a), (b), (c) or (d) of this clause, the Contractor is not required to include any FAR clause, other than those listed below (and as may be required by an addenda to this paragraph to establish the reasonableness of prices under Part 15), in a subcontract for commercial items or commercial components.  

(1) 52.222-26, Equal Opportunity (E.O. 11246);

(2) 52.222-35, Equal Opportunity for Special Disabled Veterans, Veterans of the

Vietnam Era, and Other Eligible Veterans (38 U.S.C. 4212);

(3) 52.222-36, Affirmative Action for Workers with Disabilities (29 U.S.C. 793);

(4) 52.247-64, Preference for Privately-Owned U.S. Flag Commercial Vessels (46 U.S.C. 1241) (flow down not required for subcontracts awarded beginning May 1, 1996); and

(5) 52.222-41, Service Contract Act of 1965, As Amended (41 U.S.C. 351, et seq.).  

(e) Addendum to FAR Provision 52.212-1

Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Provision 52.212-1 is incorporated by reference in this solicitation.  This clause provides specific instructions for responding to this RFP.  In addition, as provided for by FAR 12.302, this provision is tailored as set forth in this addendum.  

The following specific changes to FAR Provision 52.212-1 are made.  The Offerors shall include their price proposal response in a separate volume from the technical proposal.  

(i) Paragraphs (k), (l), (m) and (n) of the provision are added as follows:  

(k) Provisions Incorporated by Reference. The following FAR provisions are incorporated by reference:  

Provision

Number 

Date 

Title

52.214-34 
APR 1991 
SUBMISSION OF OFFERS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.  

52.214-35 
APR 1991 
SUBMISSION OF OFFERS IN U.S. CURRENCY.  

52.216-27
OCT 1995
SINGLE OR MULTIPLE AWARDS

52.222.24
FEB 1999
PRE-AWARD ON-SITE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMPLIANCE 

EVALUATION

52.232-38
MAY 1999
SUBMISSION OF ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER 

INFORMATION WITH OFFER

52.237-1

APR 1984
SITE VISIT

(l) Provision Incorporated in Full Text.  FAR 52.215-20 -- Requirements for Cost or Pricing Data or Information Other Than Cost or Pricing Data.  (Oct 1997)

(a) Exceptions from cost or pricing data.

     (1) In lieu of submitting cost or pricing data, offerors may submit a written request for exception

     by submitting the information described in the following subparagraphs. The Contracting Officer

     may require additional supporting information, but only to the extent necessary to determine

     whether an exception should be granted, and whether the price is fair and reasonable.

          (i) Identification of the law or regulation establishing the price offered. If the price is 

          controlled under law by periodic rulings, reviews, or similar actions of a governmental

          body, attach a copy of the controlling document, unless it was previously submitted to the

          contracting office.

          (ii) Commercial item exception. For a commercial item exception, the offeror shall submit,

          at a minimum, information on prices at which the same item or similar items have previously

          been sold in the commercial market that is adequate for evaluating the reasonableness of

          the price for this acquisition. Such information may include --

               (A) For catalog items, a copy of or identification of the catalog and its date, or the

               appropriate pages for the offered items, or a statement that the catalog is on file in

               the buying office to which the proposal is being submitted. Provide a copy or

               describe current discount policies and price lists (published or unpublished), e.g.,

               wholesale, original equipment manufacturer, or reseller. Also explain the basis of

               each offered price and its relationship to the established catalog price, including how

               the proposed price relates to the price of recent sales in quantities similar to the

               proposed quantities;

               (B) For market-priced items, the source and date or period of the market quotation

               or other basis for market price, the base amount, and applicable discounts. In

               addition, describe the nature of the market;

               (C) For items included on an active Federal Supply Service Multiple Award

               Schedule contract, proof that an exception has been granted for the schedule item.

     (2) The offeror grants the Contracting Officer or an authorized representative the right to

     examine, at any time before award, books, records, documents, or other directly pertinent

     records to verify any request for an exception under this provision, and the reasonableness of

     price. For items priced using catalog or market prices, or law or regulation, access does not

     extend to cost or profit information or other data relevant solely to the offeror's determination of

     the prices to be offered in the catalog or marketplace.

(b) Requirements for cost or pricing data. If the offeror is not granted an exception from the

requirement to submit cost or pricing data, the following applies:

     (1) The offeror shall prepare and submit cost or pricing data and supporting attachments in

     accordance with Table 15-2 of FAR 15.408.

     (2) As soon as practicable after agreement on price, but before contract award (except for

     unpriced actions such as letter contracts), the offeror shall submit a Certificate of Current Cost or

     Pricing Data, as prescribed by FAR 15.406-2.

                                 (End of Provision)

(m) Detailed Technical Proposal Preparation Instructions (Volume 1). With respect to the information called for by Paragraphs (b)(4) and (b)(10) of this provision, proposals must include the following:  

As part of the technical description called for by Paragraph (b)(4) of 52.212-1, and in the “Addendum for Continuation of Blocks 19 - 24 from SF 1449” contained as part of this solicitation, the offeror shall include corporate literature and other documents, as required, which demonstrate the capability to comply with the performance requirements set forth in the SOW in Attachment A, including the following.     

1. Technical Suitability:  

a. Quality of Service:  The proposed telecommunications service provider must provide the exact value for each element below, corresponding to the BER and Circuit Delay set forth in the SOW in Attachment A.  (“TBS” is “To Be Stated (Proposed)”).  

i. Bit count integrity - TBS.    

ii. Bit transition delay - TBS.  

iii. Synchronization delay - TBS.  

iv. Input Signal jitter - TBS.  

v. Output signal jitter - TBS. 

vi. Signal accuracy and stability - TBS. 
vii. Stratum 1 timing –TBS

viii. Data Availability Percentage (A = MTBCF/MTBCF + MTTR) -- TBS

The Government intends to verify the quality of service, based on the origin of the measurements and the equipment and location that the following measurements were taken from.  A current point of contact and telephone number at the referenced location is required.  These statistics should be based on a recent 12-month continuous service period.  This information must be verifiable through your past performance reference(s).  

b. Technology Migration:  

(1) Technology Migration is not mandatory, but is encouraged if it fosters increased cost/price efficiency and sustains or improves service performance and reliability.  While sustainment of the existing architecture may be an adequate response, it may not be the most complete and may not receive a maximum score in this element.  

(2) The Government faces a risk to its continuity of operations if an installation of new equipment is planned, whether it approves the replacement of existing equipment at the outset or at the point of technology migration.  Technology migration, or preplanned product improvement (P3I), is estimated to coincide with the beginning of the fourth (4th) year of performance, and is highly desirable.  

(3) If a present or future upgrade of equipment is planned, the Offeror shall explain how the operational requirements of the Government will be sustained; it must characterize the architecture and detail its comprehensive design in a formal review(s) prior to any approval for migration; the proposed cost/price advantages must be explained; provide the schedule for implementation and installation; discuss the necessary coordination plans with the Site managers; and discuss the specific survival capability of the proposed equipment in the environment into which it will be installed.  

c. Cold Weather Installation and Operation Experience:  The Offerors’ must demonstrate knowledge and ability to install, operate, and maintain DOMSAT Ground equipment in harsh environments such as those found in Fairbanks, Alaska and Thule, Greenland.    

 (2) Past Performance:  As part of the past performance information called for by Paragraph (b)(10), the offeror shall include the identification of at least three contracts presently being performed, or which have been performed during the last three years, under which the offeror has delivered services similar in nature to those called for by this solicitation.  If the offeror does not have three such contracts to list as references, the offeror must identify as many such contracts as it does have.  Specifically, provide:  

a. The names and current telephone numbers for contracting and technical points-of-contact for each contract; 

b. Describe the telecommunications services performed under the referenced contract, and discuss any problems encountered in performing the contract, and whether all performance milestones were timely performed.  

c. The steps the Offeror has taken in the past to plan for any circuit delay or loss of availability to avoid a significant amount of circuit down-time.  
d. Up to three (3) examples of prior experience installing ground stations on U.S. Government facilities, including military bases, for the past 3-5 years.  This experience will illuminate whether the Offeror understands the level of coordination that is needed to achieve a timely and successful installation of new equipment.  The Offerors should explain their experience in obtaining the required clearances, including but not necessarily limited to construction permits, environmental clearances, easements, and how this may have affected the installation schedule.  
(3) Business Management:  

a. Offerors must describe their teaming approach, and how it will support responsiveness and reliability of service under this solicitation.  
b. The Subcontracting Plan or Prime Contractor approach needs to detail how the Offeror will seek to expand opportunities for economically and socially disadvantaged businesses, with the goal of achieving the following percentages of subcontracted dollars:  
	1
	Small Business
	50.00%

	2
	Minority Business
	12.00%

	3
	8(a) Program
	5.00%

	4
	Women-Owned
	8.00%

	5
	Historically Under-utilized
	2.00%

	 
	  Business Zone (HUBZone)
	

	6
	Service Disabled Vet
	3.00%


c. Describe your routine, preventative, and emergency maintenance plan procedures, including any redundant equipment, circuits, or spares that you employ, and how you will employ these methods to meet or exceed the Government’s requirements.  Explain your procedure for restoring service when a circuit is disrupted.    

d. Contract Phase-over:  Describe your plan for facilitating an efficient phase-over of operations to a Successor Contractor at the end of the contract.  
(n) Price Proposal Preparation Instructions (Volume 2).  The price proposal instructions are as follows:  

(1) Each offeror shall complete the certifications called for by FAR Provision 52.212-3 Alternate III, attached to this solicitation.   

(2) If the offeror is using the Standard Form 1449 to submit its offer, it shall complete Blocks 12, 17, and 30 of the Standard Form 1449.  When completing Block 17, the offeror shall include its DUNS number in addition to its name, address, and telephone number.  

(3) Each offeror shall complete the “Addendum for Continuation of Blocks 19 - 24 from SF 1449” by completing in full the price charts in Attachment B.  The offeror must propose on all Items and Option Items on the enclosed Price Charts and complete all charts, Charts 1000 through X000.  

(3) If the offeror is a HUBZone Small Business Concern and elects to waive the Price Evaluation Preference provided for by FAR Clause 52.219-4, the offeror must indicate it.  

(4) Unless the offeror is a small business, it must include its Small Business Subcontracting Plan pursuant to FAR Clause 52.219-9.  

(5) Prices will be used with technical suitability, past performance and business management as a basis to award a contract.  Prices will be reviewed for price reasonableness and price realism.  

(6) Prices received are subject to protection as Business Proprietary Data, and shall be excepted from release under the Freedom of Information Act.   Access to your response shall be handled under the FAR, Part 3.104, and 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4), to protect the owner’s confidential business proprietary data from any release to competing offerors. 

(7) The prices should include the assumption that prices, once under contract, are not pre-emptible by any subsequent provider, or by any successor organization.  

(8) Proposed contractor teaming should be identified to support the validity of the pricing mechanism.  

(9) Submit a Corporate Balance Sheet and Profit/Loss Statement for the most recent fiscal year ended, certified by a Certified Public Accountant.  

(10) Eight (8) copies of both the Technical/Past Performance/Business Management, and three (3) Price Proposal response are required.  The Offeror must provide three original signatures on the Form SF-1449.  

(11) A Pre-proposal Conference is scheduled for Friday, May 31, 2002, at NOAA, NPOESS/IPO, 8455 Colesville Road, Suite 1450, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  The agenda will be to explain the Government’s plans and strategy, and entertain any questions about the requirement.  You are requested to submit any questions you may have in advance, with the attending firm and names of attendees, to jay.moore@noaa.gov.  

(f) FAR 52.212-2 Evaluation – Commercial Items (JAN 1999) is incorporated in full text below.  

FAR 52.212-2 -- Evaluation -- Commercial Items.  (Jan 1999).  

(a) The Government will award a contract resulting from this solicitation to the responsible offeror

whose offer conforming to the solicitation will be most advantageous to the Government, price and other factors considered. The following factors shall be used to evaluate offers:  


Technical Suitability

     ___________________________________________


Past Performance

     ___________________________________________


Business Management

     ___________________________________________

     [The specific evaluation criteria are shown below].  

(b) Options. The Government will evaluate offers for award purposes by adding the total price for all

options to the total price for the basic requirement. The Government may determine that an offer is

unacceptable if the option prices are significantly unbalanced. Evaluation of options shall not obligate the Government to exercise the option(s).  

(c) A written notice of award or acceptance of an offer, mailed or otherwise furnished to the successful

offeror within the time for acceptance specified in the offer, shall result in a binding contract without

further action by either party. Before the offer's specified expiration time, the Government may accept

an offer (or part of an offer), whether or not there are negotiations after its receipt, unless a written

notice of withdrawal is received before award.

                                 (End of Provision)

(g) Addendum to FAR 52.212-2, Setting Forth Evaluation Factors for Award: 

(i) Only offers (a) which are technically acceptable, (b) which contain an acceptable Small Business Subcontracting Plan (if one is required pursuant to Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Clause 52.219-9) and (c) which are from offerors determined to be responsible within the meaning of FAR 9.104-1 will be eligible for contract award.  

(ii) Technical acceptability of an offer will be determined by the Government based on the information contained in the offeror’s proposal and any past performance information available to the Government.  

(iii) From those offers which are technically acceptable and are from responsible offerors, award will be made to the offeror submitting a best value priced offer, calculated as follows:  

1. The Government will integrate its technical assessment of the best value by weighing the relative technical merit against the total price of all performance periods.   The technical scores will be assessed as follows:  

a. Technical Suitability: 40%, will assess the ability to comply with the required operational thresholds set forth in the SOW; e.g., with the 99.5% operational availability rate for all circuit links.  Multi-cast capability to the users’ field of view is highly desirable, along with the offerors’ flexibility to rapidly add or remove circuits for evolving requirements.  The Government will assess the proposed cost/technical feasibility of migrating to a new telecommunications technology as a P3I strategy to achieve the advantage of lower unit prices while leveraging changing technology to sustain or enhance service reliability at the specified SOW thresholds.  

b. Past Performance: 30%, will focus on the referenced customers’ experience with managerial and technical responsiveness, the Offeror’s experience with advance planning to maximize circuit availability, any consistently positive earned award fee evaluations it has earned, and the past reliability of its system, equipment and interfaces, measured by Mean Time Between Critical Failures (MTBCF) and Mean Time to Restore Service (MTTR) statistics.  

c. Cost/Price Factors: will not be point scored, but will be reviewed for cost reasonableness and realism.  
d. Business Management: 30%, will assess the level of responsiveness by the Offeror in its service restoration plans.  We will evaluate whether a balanced pricing methodology was proposed.  Teaming strategies and operational continuity will be assessed.  The Government will evaluate the extent of participation by economically and socially disadvantaged businesses, and the type of subcontract(s) to be employed.  We will assess the Offerors’ experience coordinating with Site Personnel to interface with the facilities.  The Government will weigh how effective the Offeror will likely be during transition to a Successor Contractor, if required at the end of this contract, to ensure that the Government has no discontinuity in its operations.    

2. The technical score will be weighed against the Grand Total price of the subtotals for each performance year, under “D-1000”, “P-1000”, “OP-1000, through X000”, and including any non-recurring expenses proposed in any of the years.  

3. The “< (less than) 12 Month” prices will be evaluated for price reasonableness and price realism, but will not be added to the grand total.  In addition, the priced option for Svalbard, OPx0028 (each year), will not be added to the other priced services or options to calculate the “grand total” price, but will be evaluated for cost reasonableness and cost realism.  

4. The technical score is significantly more important in its weight than the price; however, as technical scores become more equal, price will become more important in the overall assessment.  The Government will employ an integrated assessment of weighted price/technical criteria as a trade-off tool.  This integrated assessment will assign a rating, not as a final scoring mechanism, but as a gauge to help validate the Government’s analyses of its technical score.  Although price is not scored, its importance is significant in relation to technical suitability, due to the length of the proposed term of this contract.  

5. The FAR Clause at 52.216-27 Single or Multiple Awards (10/95) applies to this proposed IDIQ contract.  

6. A team of evaluators comprising civilian and military personnel, along with advisors from the Aerospace Corporation, Mitre Corporation, Mitretek, User Technology Associates, and Veridian may be employed to assess your responses.  They will be required to sign/certify non-disclosure and Organizational Conflict of Interest statements.   “SETA” Contractors at the IPO are prohibited from engaging in any manufacture or production of commercial hardware or software connected with this requirement; shall not disclose proprietary data obtained from this; and shall not use any such knowledge or information obtained in the assessment to compete with or affect the competitive business posture of for-profit business concerns.   
(iv) Type of Contract (FAR 52.216-1) (APR 1984)

The Government contemplates award of a firm fixed price, IDIQ, contract resulting from this solicitation.  

(v) Service of Protests (FAR 52.233-2) (AUG 1996)

Protests, as defined in 33.101 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation, that are filed directly with an agency, and copies of any protests that are filed with the General Accounting Office (GAO) shall be served on the Contracting Officer by obtaining written and dated acknowledgment of receipt from the Contracting Officer located at:  

U.S. Department of Commerce, NOAA

NWS Acquisition Management Division (OFA61)

1305 East-West Highway, Station #7623

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3281

Attn: Jay W. Moore

The copy of any protest shall be received in the office designated above within one day of filing a protest with the GAO.  

Regulatory Notice (CAR 1352.252-71) (March 2000) 

Offerors are advised that certain provisions and clauses identified with a Commerce Acquisition Regulation (CAR) notation for identification purposes, have not yet been incorporated into the CAR. However, all of these items are binding for this acquisition and will eventually be contained in the CAR at Part 13 of Title 48 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  

(vi) Service of Protests (CAR 1352.233-71) (March 2000) 

An agency protest may be filed with either (1) the Contracting Officer, or (2) at a level above the Contracting Officer, with the agency Protest Decision Authority. See 64 Fed. Reg. 16,651 (April 6, 1999) (Internet site:  http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/index.html. ) for the procedures for filing agency protests at the level above the Contracting Officer (with the Protest Decision Authority).  

Agency protests filed with the Contracting Officer shall be sent to the following address:  

U.S. Department of Commerce, NOAA

NESDIS Business Management Office (Code OFA9x2, Jay W. Moore)

8455 Colesville Road, Suite 1450

Silver Spring, MD 20910

If a protest is filed with either the Protest Decision Authority, or with the General Accounting Office (GAO), a complete copy of the protest (including all attachments) shall be provide to both the Contracting Officer and Contract Law Division of the Office of the General Counsel within one day of filing with the Protest Decision Authority or with GAO.  

The Contract Law Division’s address is:  

U.S. Department of Commerce

Office of the General Counsel

Contract Law Division--Room 5893

Herbert C. Hoover Building

14th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20230.

Attn: Jerry Walz, Esquire

FAX: (202) 482-5858

Department of Commerce Agency-Level Protest Procedures – Level Above the Contracting Officer 

On October 25, 1995, Executive Order No. 12979 directed heads of executive agencies to develop administrative procedures for resolving protests to awards of procurement contracts within their agencies at a level above the contracting officer.  

The Department's goal is to encourage protesters to resolve their protests at the agency level, help build confidence in the Government's acquisition system, and reduce the number of protests filed with the General Accounting Office and other external fora. Prior to submission of an agency protest, all parties shall use their best efforts to resolve concerns raised by an interested party at the contracting officer level through open and frank discussions. If concerns cannot be resolved, protesters may use these procedures when a resolution is requested from the agency at a level above the contracting officer. Vendors may obtain a copy of these procedures through the Internet by accessing:  

http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/index.html.  

In the event a vendor does not have access to the Internet, please contact the applicable procurement office for a hard copy of the agency level protest procedures.  

Protests must be marked "Agency Level Protest" and addressed to the "Protest Decision Authority" indicated below:  

Name, title of the person, address and fax number of the operating

unit's Protest Decision Authority.

Mr. Richard N. Bennett

U.S. Department of Commerce, NOAA

Acting Director, Acquisition and Grants Office

1305 East-West Hwy., Station #7618

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3281

FAX Number 301/713-0219

The protester shall also provide a copy of the protest within 1 day to the responsible Contracting Officer.     

Inquiries (CAR 1352.215-73) (March 2000)

Offerors must submit all questions concerning this solicitation in writing to the Contracting Officer. They must be received no later than fourteen (14) calendar days after the date of this solicitation. All responses to the questions will be made in writing and included in an amendment to the solicitation.  

(h) Offeror Representations and Certifications-Commercial Items (FAR 52.212-3) (Feb 2002) Alternate III (Oct 2000) 

(a) Definitions. As used in this provision:  

"Emerging small business" means a small business concern whose size is no greater than 50 percent of the numerical size standard for the NAICS code designated.  

"Forced or indentured child labor" means all work or service:  

Exacted from any person under the age of 18 under the menace of any penalty for its nonperformance and for which the worker does not offer himself voluntarily; or 

Performed by any person under the age of 18 pursuant to a contract the enforcement of which can be accomplished by process or penalties.  "Service-disabled veteran-owned small business concern"- 

(1) Means a small business concern:

(i) Not less than 51 percent of which is owned by one or more service-disabled veterans or, in the case of any publicly owned business, not less than 51 percent of the stock of which is owned by one or more service-disabled veterans; and, 

(ii) The management and daily business operations of which are controlled by one or more service-disabled veterans or, in the case of a veteran with permanent and severe disability, the spouse or permanent caregiver of such veteran.  

(2) Service-disabled veteran means a veteran, as defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(2), with a disability that is service-connected, as defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(16).  "Small business concern" means a concern, including its affiliates, that is independently owned and operated, not dominant in the field of operation in which it is bidding on Government contracts, and qualified as a small business under the criteria in 13 CFR part 121 and size standards in this solicitation.  "Veteran-owned small business concern" means a small business concern:  

(1) Not less than 51 percent of which is owned by one or more veterans (as defined at 38 U.S.C. 101(2)) or, in the case of any publicly owned business, not less than 51 percent of the stock of which is owned by one or more veterans; and, 

(2) The management and daily business operations of which are controlled by one or more veterans.  

"Women-owned business concern" means a concern which is at least 51 percent owned by one or more women; or in the case of any publicly owned business, at least 51 percent of its stock is owned by one or more women; and whose management and daily business operations are controlled by one or more women.  

"Women-owned small business concern" means a small business concern:  

(1) That is at least 51 percent owned by one or more women; or, in the case of any publicly owned business, at least 51 percent of the stock of which is owned by one or more women; and 

(2) Whose management and daily business operations are controlled by one or more women.  

(b) Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) (26 U.S.C. 6109, 31 U.S.C. 7701). (Not

applicable if the offeror is required to provide this information to a central contractor registration database to be eligible for award.)  

(1) All offerors must submit the information required in paragraphs (b)(3) through (b)(5) of this provision to comply with debt collection requirements of 31 U.S.C. 7701(c) and 3325(d), reporting requirements of 26 U.S.C. 6041, 6041A, and 6050M, and implementing regulations issued by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  

(2) The TIN may be used by the Government to collect and report on any delinquent amounts arising out of the offeror's relationship with the Government (31 U.S.C. 7701(c)(3)). If the resulting contract is subject to the payment reporting requirements described in FAR 4.904, the TIN provided hereunder may be matched with IRS records to verify the accuracy of the offeror's TIN.  

(3) Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN).  

[ ] TIN: _____________________.

[ ] TIN has been applied for.

[ ] TIN is not required because:

[ ] Offeror is a nonresident alien, foreign corporation, or foreign

partnership that does not have income effectively connected with

the conduct of a trade or business in the United States and does

not have an office or place of business or a fiscal paying agent in

the United States;

[ ] Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of a foreign government;

[ ] Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of the Federal Government.

(4) Type of organization.

[ ] Sole proprietorship;

[ ] Partnership;

[ ] Corporate entity (not tax-exempt);

[ ] Corporate entity (tax-exempt);

[ ] Government entity (Federal, State, or local);

[ ] Foreign government;

[ ] International organization per 26 CFR 1.6049-4;

[ ] Other _________________________.

(5) Common parent.  

[ ] Offeror is not owned or controlled by a common parent;

[ ]Name and TIN of common parent:

Name ___________________.

TIN _____________________.  

(c) Offerors must complete the following representations when the resulting contract is to be performed inside the United States, its territories or possessions, Puerto Rico, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or the District of Columbia. Check all that apply.  

(1) Small business concern. The offeror represents as part of its offer that it [ ] is, [ ] is not a small business concern.  

(2) Veteran-owned small business concern. [Complete only if the offeror represented itself as a small business concern in paragraph (c)(1) of this provision.] The offeror represents as part of its offer that it [ ] is, [ ] is not a veteran-owned small business concern.  

(3) Service-disabled veteran-owned small business concern. [Complete only if the offeror represented itself as a veteran-owned small business concern in paragraph (c)(2) of this provision.] The offeror represents as part of its offer that it [ ] is, [ ] is not a service-disabled veteran-owned small business concern.  

(4) Small disadvantaged business concern. [Complete only if the offeror represented itself as a small business concern in paragraph (c)(1) of this provision.] The offeror represents, for general statistical purposes, that it o is, o is not a small disadvantaged business concern as defined in 13 CFR 124.1002.

(5) Women-owned small business concern. [Complete only if the offeror represented itself as a small business concern in paragraph (c)(1) of this provision.] The offeror represents that it [ ] is, [ ] is not a women-owned small business concern.  Note: Complete paragraphs (c)(6) and (c)(7) only if this solicitation is expected to exceed the simplified acquisition threshold.  

(6) Women-owned business concern (other than small business concern). [Complete only if the offeror is a women-owned business concern and did not represent itself as a small business concern in paragraph (c)(1) of this provision.] The offeror represents that it [ ] is a women-owned business concern.  

(7) Tie bid priority for labor surplus area concerns. If this is an invitation for bid, small business offerors may identify the labor surplus areas in which costs to be incurred on account of manufacturing or production (by offeror or first-tier subcontractors) amount to more than 50 percent of the contract price:  

______________________________________________

(8) Small Business Size for the Small Business Competitiveness Demonstration Program and for the Targeted Industry Categories under the Small Business Competitiveness Demonstration Program. [Complete only if the offeror has represented itself to be a small business concern under the size standards for this solicitation.]  

(i) [Complete only for solicitations indicated in an addendum as being set-aside for emerging small businesses in one of the four designated industry groups (DIGs).]  The offeror represents as part of its offer that it [ ] is, [ ] is not an emerging small business.  

(ii) [Complete only for solicitations indicated in an addendum as being for one of the targeted industry categories (TICs) or four designated industry groups (DIGs).]  

Offeror represents as follows:  

(A) Offeror's number of employees for the past 12 months (check the Employees column if size standard stated in the solicitation is expressed in terms of number of employees); or,  

(B) Offeror's average annual gross revenue for the last 3 fiscal years (check the Average Annual Gross Number of Revenues column if size standard stated in the solicitation is expressed in terms of annual receipts).  

(Check one of the following):

Number of Employees Average Annual Gross Revenues

__ 50 or fewer

__ 51-100

__ 101-250

__ 251-500

__ 501-750

__ 751-1,000

__ Over 1,000

__ $1 million or less

__ $1,000,001-$2 million

__ $2,000,001-$3.5 million

__ $3,500,001-$5 million

__ $5,000,001-$10 million

__ $10,000,001-$17 million

__ Over $17 million

(9) [Complete only if the solicitation contains the clause at FAR 52.219-23, Notice of Price Evaluation Adjustment for Small Disadvantaged Business Concerns, or FAR 52.219-25, Small Disadvantaged Business Participation Program-Disadvantaged Status and Reporting, and the offeror desires a benefit based on its disadvantaged status.]  

(10) General. The offeror represents that either:  

(A) It [ ] is, [ ] is not certified by the Small Business Administration as a small disadvantaged business concern and identified, on the date of this representation, as a certified small disadvantaged business concern in the database maintained by the Small Business Administration (PRO-Net), and that no material change in disadvantaged ownership and control has occurred since its certification, and, where the concern is owned by one or more individuals claiming disadvantaged status, the net worth of each individual

upon whom the certification is based does not exceed $750,000 after taking into account the applicable exclusions set forth at 13 CFR 124.104(c)(2); or (B) It [ ] has, [ ] has not submitted a completed application to the Small Business Administration or a Private Certifier to be certified as a small disadvantaged business concern in accordance with 13 CFR 124, Subpart B, and a decision on that application is pending, and that no material change in disadvantaged ownership and control has occurred since its application

was submitted.  

(ii) [ ] Joint Ventures under the Price Evaluation Adjustment for Small Disadvantaged Business Concerns. The offeror represents, as part of its offer, that it is a joint venture that complies with the requirements in 13 CFR 124.1002(f) and that the representation in paragraph (c)(9)(i) of this provision is accurate for the small disadvantaged business concern that is participating in the joint venture. [The offeror shall enter the name of the small disadvantaged business concern that is participating in the joint  venture: ___________________.]  

(11) HUBZone small business concern. [Complete only if the offeror represented itself as a small business concern in paragraph (c)(1) of this provision.] The offeror represents as part of its offer that- 

(i) It [ ] is, [ ] is not a HUBZone small business concern listed, on the date of this representation, on the List of Qualified HUBZone Small Business Concerns maintained by the Small Business Administration, and no material change in ownership and control, principal place of ownership, or HUBZone employee percentage has occurred since it was certified by the Small Business Administration in accordance with 13 CFR part 126; and, 

(ii) It [ ] is, [ ] is not a joint venture that complies with the requirements of 13 CFR part 126, and the representation in paragraph (c)(11)(i) of this provision is accurate for the HUBZone small business concern or concerns that are participating in the joint venture.  

[The offeror shall enter the name or names of the HUBZone small business concern or concerns that are participating in the joint venture:  

______________________.]

Each HUB Zone small business concern participating in the joint venture shall submit a separate signed copy of the HUBZone representation.  

(d) Representations required to implement provisions of Executive Order 11246-

(1) Previous contracts and compliance. The offeror represents that:  

(i) It [ ] has, [ ] has not participated in a previous contract or subcontract subject to the Equal Opportunity clause of this solicitation; and (ii) It [ ] has, [ ] has not filed all required compliance reports.

(e) Affirmative Action Compliance. The offeror represents that: 

(i) It [ ] has developed and has on file, [ ] has not developed and does not have on file, at each establishment, affirmative action programs required by rules and regulations of the Secretary of Labor (41 CFR parts 60-1 and 60-2), or, 

(ii) It [ ] has not previously had contracts subject to the written affirmative action programs requirement of the rules and regulations of the Secretary of Labor.  

(f) Certification Regarding Payments to Influence Federal Transactions (31 U.S.C. 1352). (Applies only if the contract is expected to exceed $100,000.) By submission of its offer, the offeror certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief that no Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress or an employee of a Member of Congress on his or her behalf in connection with the award of any resultant contract.  

(g) Buy American Act-Balance of Payments Program Certificate. (Applies only if the clause at Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 52.225-1, Buy American Act-Balance of Payments Program-Supplies, is included in this solicitation.)  

(1) The offeror certifies that each end product, except those listed in paragraph (f)(2) of this provision, is a domestic end product as defined in the clause of this solicitation entitled "Buy American Act-Balance of Payments Program-Supplies" and that the offeror has considered components of unknown origin to have been mined, produced, or manufactured outside the United States. The offeror shall list as foreign end products those end products manufactured in the United States that do not qualify as domestic end products.  

(2) Foreign End Products:  

Line Item No. Country of Origin

______________ _________________

______________ _________________

______________ _________________

[List as necessary]

(3) The Government will evaluate offers in accordance with the policies and procedures of FAR Part 25.  

(g)(1) Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreement-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program Certificate. (Applies only if the clause at FAR 52.225-3, Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreement-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program, is included in this solicitation.)  

(i) The offeror certifies that each end product, except those listed in paragraph (g)(1)(ii) or (g)(1)(iii) of this provision, is a domestic end product as defined in the clause of this solicitation entitled "Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreement-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program" and that the offeror has considered components of unknown origin to have been mined, produced, or manufactured outside the United States.  

(ii) The offeror certifies that the following supplies are NAFTA country end products or Israeli end products as defined in the clause of this solicitation entitled "Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreement-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program":  

NAFTA Country or Israeli End Products:

Line Item No. Country of Origin

______________ _________________

______________ _________________

[List as necessary]  

(iii) The offeror shall list those supplies that are foreign end products (other than those listed in paragraph (g)(1)(ii) of this provision) as defined in the clause of this solicitation entitled "Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreement-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program." The offeror shall list as other foreign end products those end products manufactured in the United States that do not qualify as domestic end products.  

Other Foreign End Products:

Line Item No. Country of Origin

______________ _________________

______________ _________________

______________ _________________

[List as necessary]

(iv) The Government will evaluate offers in accordance with the policies and procedures of FAR Part 25. 

(2) Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreements-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program Certificate, Alternate I (Feb 2000). If Alternate I to the clause at FAR 52.225-3 is included in this solicitation, substitute the following paragraph (g)(1)(ii) for paragraph (g)(1)(ii) of the basic provision:

(g)(1)(ii) The offeror certifies that the following supplies are Canadian end products as defined in the clause of this solicitation entitled "Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreement-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program":  

Canadian End Products:

Line Item No.

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

[List as necessary]

(3) Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreements-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program Certificate, Alternate II (Feb 2000). If Alternate II to the clause at FAR 52.225-3 is included in this solicitation, substitute the following paragraph (g)(1)(ii) for paragraph (g)(1)(ii) of the basic provision:  

(g)(1)(ii) The offeror certifies that the following supplies are Canadian end products or Israeli end products as defined in the clause of this solicitation entitled "Buy American Act-North American Free Trade Agreement-Israeli Trade Act-Balance of Payments Program":  

Canadian or Israeli End Products:

Line Item No. Country of Origin

______________ _________________

______________ _________________

______________ _________________

[List as necessary]

(4) Trade Agreements Certificate. (Applies only if the clause at FAR 52.225-5, Trade Agreements, is included in this solicitation.)  

(i) The offeror certifies that each end product, except those listed in paragraph (g)(4)(ii) of this provision, is a U.S.-made, designated country, Caribbean Basin country, or NAFTA country end product, as defined in the clause of this solicitation entitled "Trade Agreements."  

(ii) The offeror shall list as other end products those end products that are not U.S.-made, designated country, Caribbean Basin country, or NAFTA country end products.  

Other End Products:

Line Item No. Country of Origin

______________ _________________

______________ _________________

______________ _________________

[List as necessary]

(iii) The Government will evaluate offers in accordance with the policies and procedures of FAR Part 25. For line items subject to the Trade Agreements Act, the Government will evaluate offers of U.S.-made, designated country, Caribbean Basin country, or NAFTA country end products without regard to the restrictions of the Buy American Act or the Balance of Payments Program. The Government will consider for award only offers of U.S.-made, designated country, Caribbean Basin country, or NAFTA country end products unless the Contracting Officer determines that there are no offers for such products or that the offers for such products are insufficient to fulfill the requirements of the solicitation.  

(h) Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension or Ineligibility for Award (Executive Order 12549). (Applies only if the contract value is expected to exceed the simplified acquisition threshold.) The offeror certifies, to the best of its knowledge and belief, that the offeror and/or any of its principals:  

(1) [ ] Are, [ ] are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, or declared ineligible for the award of contracts by any Federal agency; and 

(2) [ ] Have, [ ] have not, within a three-year period preceding this offer, been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for: commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a Federal, state or local government contract or subcontract; violation of Federal or state antitrust statutes relating to the submission of offers; or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, tax evasion, or receiving stolen property; and

(3) [ ] Are, [ ] are not presently indicted for, or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a Government entity with, commission of any of these offenses.  

Certification Regarding Knowledge of Child Labor for Listed End Products (Executive Order 13126). [The Contracting Officer must list in paragraph (i)(1) any end products being acquired under this solicitation that are included in the List of Products Requiring Contractor Certification as to Forced or Indentured Child Labor, unless excluded at 22.1503(b).]  

(1) Listed end products.

Listed End Product Listed Countries of Origin

___________________ ___________________

___________________ ___________________

Certification. [If the Contracting Officer has identified end products and countries of origin in paragraph (i)(1) of this provision, then the offeror must certify to either (i)(2)(i) or (i)(2)(ii) by checking the appropriate block.]  

[ ] (i) The offeror will not supply any end product listed in paragraph (i)(1) of this provision that was mined, produced, or manufactured in the corresponding country as listed for that product.  

[ ] (ii) The offeror may supply an end product listed in paragraph (i)(1) of this provision that was mined, produced, or manufactured in the corresponding country as listed for that product. The offeror certifies that it has made a good faith effort to determine whether forced or indentured child labor was used to mine, produce, or manufacture any such end product furnished under this contract. On the basis of those efforts, the offeror certifies that it is not aware of any such use of child labor.  

(End of provision)

Attachments:

A. Statement of Work

B. Priced Quantities of Telecommunications Services

C. Figures 1 Through 4

D. Other POES Data Users

Attachment A

Converged POES/DMSP Telecommunications (CP/DT) Contract

 Statement of Work (SOW)

May 15, 2002

I.
SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY:  

A.  Background, Purpose and Scope of this Request for Proposal (RFP):  

1.  Background:  This procurement is intended to secure turn-key satellite communications services to support the U. S. Polar Weather Satellite programs including both the a) Department of Defense’s Defense Meteorological Satellite Program (DMSP) and b) the Department of Commerce’s Polar-orbiting Operational Environmental Satellite (POES) systems.  Other satellite missions managed by NOAA and the international meteorological community may also require satellite communications services, as required by NOAA.  

2.  The incumbent contractor is Americom Government Services, Inc. (formerly GE American Government Communications, Inc.) for all the circuits described below.   Services are currently obtained for DMSP through DISA/DITCO, Scott AFB, IL, Contract DCA200-96-C-0047.  

3.  The telecommunications services shall encompass all necessary ground segment terminals and equipment and space segment assets to provide the links listed in Attachments B, C, and D.  The Converged POES/DMSP Telecommunications (CP/DT) contract will be managed by the National Polar-Orbiting Operational Environmental Satellite System (NPOESS), Integrated Program Office (IPO), an office under the U. S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Environmental Satellite Data and Information Services (NESDIS).  Between contract award and the effective date of operations, September 6, 2002, the Contractor will be testing circuits and phasing over operations to this successor contract.  

4.  For the existing data links supporting  DMSP and POES for command and control and data routing to the data processing nodes and user communities,  see Attachment C.  Also listed are  existing circuits for GMS and Meteosat.  In addition, the Pricing Charts in Attachment B list optional circuits supporting additional options, including, but not necessarily limited to: a) METEOSAT/GMS option and b) the GOES-9 option (in the event GOES-9 replaces GMS-5 in its 205 degrees West location), where Fairbanks CDA will support GOES-9 commanding and mission data recovery. 

5.  Purpose: The purpose of this IPO Request for Proposal (RFP) is two-fold:  (a) To procure Domestic Satellite (DOMSAT) telecommunications services from industry under a single contract to foster efficiency in mission operations for both DMSP, POES; and, (b) To solicit competitive offers to purchase  “turn-key” DOMSAT telecommunications services, including optional data throughput, with the objective of consolidating all NOAA meteorological telecommunications data under a single contract to facilitate lower unit pricing through volume quantities.  

6.  Scope: Under this RFP the Contractor must provide “turn-key” command and control and Data Routing and Retrieval (DR&R) communications systems, services, and maintenance.   “Turn-key” is defined as comprising the satellite uplink (e.g., ground station facilities and associated electronics), the domestic satellite transponders, and the satellite links to users either directly or through a teleport facility, including all equipment necessary at the users’ site.   

6.  Due to the existence of a legacy telecommunications network to the users, a multicast link with simultaneous broadcast capability to multiple users (see Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Attachment C) is highly desirable.  This desired capability applies to either DOMSAT or fiber optic communications links.  

6.  Fiber-Optic (F/O) transmission may be considered by the Government if it is proposed as part of the DR&R network at the outset, or integrated with it over time, and provides the required operational continuity.  A fiber-optic concept, in order to be seriously considered, must be demonstrated to be cost effective and technologically feasible for the periods of time service is required.  Any F/O or DOMSAT services being offered must include, within its “turn key” definition, all necessary user site equipment, including maintenance and support.  

6.  Services for all links shown in Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 (Attachment C) (including Option a) shall start NLT September 06, 2002.  Option b, shown as the GOES-9 option on Figure 4, is expected to have an optional start date of January 01, 2003, if ordered.  With reasonable advance notice the IPO may add or delete service nodes as conditions change in the future.  

B.  Users:  

Government, Academic, and Commercial concerns that comprise a list of users are included in Section J-1, Attachment B.   See the lists of other users in Attachment D.  

C.  Government Furnished Equipment (GFE)

The Government shall supply reasonable site locations, including ingress and egress for installation and maintenance, at the user facilities and provide environmental analyses.  The Government shall provide information on the interfaces to its Site equipment, if required.  The offeror(s) are responsible for acquiring, leasing, and installing any required ground terminal equipment and the necessary, compatible, interoperable interfaces to the Government systems, equipment and facilities at the demarcation point, whether a SATCOM or F/O architecture is used.  Any agreements required between an offeror(s) and the incumbent contractor(s) to initiate and sustain use of existing ground terminal operations shall be exclusively the offeror’s responsibility.  

D. Proposed Business Strategy and Regulatory Policy:  

This requirement is primarily for the purpose of satellite communications services supporting today’s DMSP and POES weather polar satellite programs.   Incremental service requirements are listed as increased quantity options.  

E. Telecommunications Services Required:  
a. Circuits are required to support the operational DMSP and POES satellite constellation.  Command & Control links and data links will be delayed/transmitted near instantaneously, or as expeditiously as possible, from the remote ground stations to the customers’ processing and exploitation locations, (e.g., NESDIS, Air Force Weather Agency (AFWA), and Fleet Numerical Meteorological and Oceanographic Center (FNMOC), etc.).  Although this is the current solution, the IPO encourages Offerors to evaluate and provide alternative architectures for evaluation, including but not necessarily limited to Fiber Optic and DOMSAT links, or a synthesis thereof.  

b. The Contractor shall provide the variety of link data rates, as shown in the Price Charts.  

F. Schedule, and Costing Considerations: 

The DMSP/POES DR&R communications infrastructure service effective date shall be September 06, 2002.  The need for this recurring service requirement is expected to continue through 2012.  As noted above, the objectives are to increase efficiency and reduce costs through combining telecommunications service in common circuits, leveraging volume pricing savings, etc., while maintaining the operational reliability to the users.  The Government requires a stable architecture; i.e., DOMSAT, during the initial performance period, to ensure mission continuity in a seamless manner.  This initial ordering period is estimated to be three (3) years.  At the end of the proposed initial 3-year “Base ordering period” there may be opportunities to provide system and performance improvements, technology refreshments, and more efficient distribution networks to offer increasingly accessible, reliable, rapid, and cost-competitive telecommunications services.  Communications services growth (to support new missions) and service reductions are possible at any time during this contract.  
II.
REQUIREMENTS AND PERFORMANCE

A. Service Requirements, Data Paths, and Service Point Locations.   

1.    Data paths and service point locations are shown in the Attachments B, C, and D.  

a) The Contractor shall commence Circuit-Testing on or about July 29, 2002.  All circuits must be fully operational no later than (NLT) August 29, 2002.  

b) Option A circuit testing will be undertaken by the Contractor during this same period.  

c) Option B circuit testing is expected to commence on December 01, 2002, if exercised.  All circuits must be fully operational NLT January 1, 2003, as ordered.  

d) Service Life:  (1) The notional Base Period is 36 months, with firm priced options.   Alternate performance period terms are encouraged, if there are pricing and efficiency advantages.  Offerors are encouraged to propose a base period and options(s) for sustained services for a maximum period of ten (10) years.  The notional base period and options follow:  

Base Period:  36 months;  

Technology Refreshment: month 37

(2) If the technology can be refreshed at this juncture, showing improvement in service availability, reliability, speed, and a more favorable pricing structure, the Government will consider exercising multiple option periods at once.  However, if at 37 months the Government cannot realize these favorable objectives, an option framework shall be: Options 1 & 2 - 2 years each; Option 3 – 3 years.  The Government reserves the right to direct the permanent or temporary discontinuance of service to various users with appropriate advance notice.  

e) Data rates: See Attachment B.  

f) Availability:  The Contractor must provide all circuits ordered for 24 hours per day on a continuous basis.  Each circuit must have an overall operation availability of greater than or equivalent to 99.5 percent, calculated over each month.  Availability must be defined as A=MTBCF/(MTBCF + MTTR), where MTBCF is the Mean Time Between Critical Failures and MTTR is the Mean Time To Restore.  A critical failure is defined as the loss of a circuit or data path.  The following conditions must be met:  

1) The MTBCF must be no less than 2,000 hours.  

2) The MTBCF must be determined using actual component or device failure rates.  

3) The MTBCF specification can be attained using redundant equipment.  

4) The MTTR must not exceed 2 hours for 95 percent of all failures.  MTTR must include switch over and restoration of service to each circuit.  The MTTR must include any or all: administrative delays, logistics delays to include travel time, localization, isolation, disassembly, interchange, re-assembly, alignment, and checkout.  Measurement of the MTTR starts at first report of malfunction and ends at service restoration.    

5) Any spacecraft transponder failure must be restored within two hours.  

6) Communications reliability is defined as the ability to maintain communications at the specified performance levels between the demarcation points for a specified time.  The reliability required is 0.999 for a 30-minute operational period. 

7) The electrical interfaces to the telecommunications service provider’s SATMODEMs are:  

· DMSP: RS-422

· POES 1.33M:  TTL clock and data

· GMS/Meteosat:  RS-422, 1.22 Mbps,  0.66 Mbps and 0.1667 Mbps

· GOES-9 RS-422, 2.11 Mbps  (data only links),  1.54 Mbps (commanding links)

· 56K circuits V.35

g) The operational availability rate required is from 99.5% to a goal of 100% continuous availability averaged on a monthly basis.  Conversely, the Government will consider discontinuing the service, if service availability drops below 99.5% for more than two continuous months.   If it becomes necessary or appropriate the Contracting Officer may waive the operational availability requirement of 99.5% during the first month of service, only.  

B. Engineering And Construction Approvals 

All approvals shall be obtained in advance compliance with all local, state, federal, and international laws and regulations, including those affecting local labor mandates and any tariffs imposed on materials and labor, etc.  These approvals shall be documented in a deliverable report submitted to the COTR and CO 60 days prior to installation.  

C.
Electromagnetic Emissions 

All electromagnetic emissions shall conform to all applicable NTIA/FCC/ITU regulations.  

D.  General Physical Installation Requirements:  

(1) Any equipment to be installed by an Offeror shall meet the performance requirements of this specification and conform to accepted commercial engineering standards.  

(2) All equipment installed by the Contractor shall be designed for continuous operation (24 hours per day, year round) with minimal maintenance requirements.  Satisfaction of the reliability, maintainability, and availability requirements shall be a prime consideration in the selection, purchase, or design of equipment.  

(3) All potential hazards to operating and maintenance personnel are to be minimized or eliminated by the network design.  All installation work shall be performed in accordance with applicable codes and ordinances, and in a manner that does not interfere with other operational systems that may be collocated at the site. The Contractor(s) shall provide all items necessary to ensure proper operation of all equipment provided. 

(4) The equipment and interfaces shall cause no electromagnetic (emitted or conducted) interference-related negative effects on nearby information technology, radio frequency emitters, telecommunications, or other electronic equipment located at the satellite data receiving or transmission, or end-user sites. Reasonable effort must be made to limit voltages and currents occurring during fault conditions. Voltages must be kept below the dielectric breakdown strength and current kept below the maximum capabilities of the system and its components.  

E.  Compliance With Codes, Ordinances, And Regulations

All equipment installations must conform to applicable international, national, state, and local codes and ordinances.  The Contractor(s) must advise the Government, on a site-by-site basis, of the specific codes to which compliance is proposed and must be responsible for obtaining all required approvals. The Contractor(s) must be responsible for assuring that all required codes are complied with, and must be liable for all necessary actions to ensure compliance and approval. The Contractor(s) must be responsible for obtaining and maintaining any appropriate FCC, other governmental or international authorizations for the operation of the communications network.  

F.  Frequency Approvals

Existing NTIA/ITU approved frequency assignments must be used.

G.  Right-Of-Way Coordination

The Contractor must obtain all real property easements as may become necessary to ensure adequate trafficability to all of the sites, and must coordinate any required environmental approvals with the IPO.  

H.  Environmental Considerations

The Contractor is responsible for identifying, preparing, and obtaining permission from the appropriate regulatory bodies for any required on-site construction permits.  The IPO must assist the Contractor in identifying issues requiring clearance through National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) procedures.   The Contractor must employ industry standard cold-weather construction techniques, as required, for mitigating or neutralizing environmental factors such as permafrost layers.

G.
Construction And Design Characteristics

The Contractor must be responsible for on-site construction associated with the communication services provided and must conform to sound, commercially acceptable construction techniques and practices to accomplish the following performance or design requirements: 

1.
The facility must be designed to facilitate or promote the anti-icing of antenna(s); 

2. Equipment must be designed to survive and operate successfully under applicable wind loading conditions.  Use in conjunction with a radome is permitted to reduce deterioration from wind, rain, salt corrosion, and lightning; 

3. All electronics equipment and hardware associated with the communications services installed shall be supported logistically with spares and maintenance to sustain and maximize system reliability and maintainability; 

4. Lightning protection must be part of the electrical and grounding grid design; 

5. The contractor must coordinate with all applicable on-site contractor and authorized government personnel, as appropriate, on aspects of the installation, schedule, accessibility, and utility requirements; 

6. A master project schedule shall be required, with regular notices to the Contracting Officer and Government project team of any anticipated delays or impacts to site equipment and installation completion;

7. Test Points - Contractors must implement the network so that testable test points exist at each demarcation point, with the purpose to preclude interruption of service;   

8. Power - The Government expects to provide power to contractors’ equipment at all Government facilities listed in Attachment B; and,   

9. If Technology Migration forces changes to the equipment or systems architecture, the Contractor’s compliance with all requirements, approvals, and services specified herein shall be presented to the Government in a System Requirements Review (SRR) and subsequent Critical Design Review (CDR).  The Contractor may be authorized to proceed with ordering of components following the SRR, or earlier if directed by the Contracting Officer.  

III.
Data Characteristics And Rates:   

A.  Circuit Performance Requirements:    

The data channel Bit Error Rate (BER) must be less than 1 times 10 to the minus 8 (10-8) and must have no more than three burst error interruptions of two milliseconds in duration averaged over any 24 hour period.  Circuit delay must not exceed 600 milliseconds.  

B.  System Testing:   

Acceptance Testing - The contractor shall submit a test plan for Government review.   The contractor must provide all test equipment.  Testing must verify BER performance (10-8) at a 99 percent confidence level.  In the event a portion of the test does not meet standard, then the Contractor is required to undertake all remedial actions, within 48 hours, needed for the system to meet specifications, and enable the CO/COTR to issue a determination that the system “meets the standard” described in the Government’s specification.    

C.   Estimated Contract Data Requirements List (CDRL):  

1.
Installation Engineering Plan – (SRR)

Minutes/Action Items  

2. Installation Progress Reports, as Required.

Equipment Ordering/Delivery

3.
Critical Design Review (CDR)

4.
Acceptance Test Plan/Procedure.  

5.
Test Reports.  

6. System Interface Diagram and System Overview Diagram.  

7. Engineering and Construction Approvals.  

8. Operational Monthly Status Reports , as Required.  


.  

D.
Known Security Requirements: 

The Contractor shall conform to all site security procedures and guidelines as determined by the IPO and the authorized Government representative(s), with regard to physical and telecommunications security.  

ATTACHMENT B

PRICE CHARTS

YEARS 1000 – X000

(Excel Charts Under Separate File)

ATTACHMENT C

CURRENT

SATCOM ARCHITECTURE

(TO BE UPDATED UPON AWARD)

ATTACHMENT D

OTHER POES DATA USERS

SATCOM DIRECT RECIPIENTS OF POES DATA (TABLE 2)

The following POES data users currently receive POES data directly from the communications satellite using their privately owned and maintained earth stations.  This data availability should be continued under the new contract at no cost to the Government.  These users are not included in Table 1 or Figures 1 through 4.

AFWA

Offutt AFB
Omaha, NE

CIRA

Colorado State University

Ft. Collins, CO

SSEC/CIMMS

University of Wisconsin

Madison, WI

RSMAS

University of Miami

Miami, FL

WSI Corporation

Bellerica, MA

Kavouras, Inc.

Minneapolis, MN

SeaSpace Corp.

Poway, CA
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